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Notes  

Directed by Jez Minns -  Jez has been a Masker for nearly thirty 
years now. Mostly he is known as an actor, but he has also done a 
fair bit of directing, once for the Maskers, when he directed the light-
hearted one-act comedy, Sharks in the Custard, and in his twenties 
for various companies in the Midlands. He directed The Sons of 
Light, by David Rudkin, an amazing large-cast tragedy and a huge 
undertaking. He also directed the farce, Can’t Pay! Won’t Pay! by 
Dario Fo, Dickens’ A Christmas Carol and Ibsen’s Peer Gynt, the 
latter winning Pick of the Week in the Scotsman newspaper when he 
took it to the Edinburgh Fringe. When Jez is not doing theatre, he 
spends his time painting and sketching and writing poetry. 

 

Eugene O’Neill was born in 1888 in New York, the 
son of Irish immigrants. During his first seven years, 
the family accompanied the father, who was an actor, 
on tour. Then O’Neill was sent to a Catholic boarding 
school. The father was an alcoholic and his mother 
abused morphine, which she received as a painkiller 
when Eugene was born. Addiction is a recurring 
theme in O’Neill’s works and he himself had terrible 
problems with alcohol abuse. Before his break-
through as a playwright, O’Neill lived an itinerant life. 
He mined gold in Honduras, worked at sea, and had 
short-term jobs in Buenos Aires. 
 
When O’Neill began writing for the stage early in the 
twentieth century, American theatre was dominated 
by Vaudeville and romantic melodramas. Influenced 
by Strindberg, Ibsen and other European playwrights, 
O’Neill vowed to create a theatre in America, stripped of false sentimentality, which 
would explore the deepest stirrings of the human spirit. 
 
During the 1920s he was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for three of his plays, and other 
popular successes, including Desire Under the Elms, brought him international       
acclaim. In a career spanning three decades he wrote nearly sixty plays, most of them 
tragedies, and in 1936 he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature “for the power, 
honesty and deep-felt emotions of his dramatic works”.  He died of pneumonia in 1953 
and his masterpiece Long Day’s Journey into Night was posthumously awarded a  
Pulitzer Prize in 1957. .He is the only playwright to have won four Pulitzer Prizes for 
Drama. 

Due to illness, Jez has had to step into the part of Peter. Get well soon, Matthew! 

POP IN AND GET TO KNOW MASKERS BETTER 

Ever wondered what goes on 

offstage at a play? 

Every show has a host of people working    
away out of sight of the audience. 

Maskers is welcoming people into the  
theatre to explore the bits the audience 
doesn’t usually get to see. Come and 
learn a little about the workshop, the  
technical department, the costume       
department and how we go about       

marketing our shows. 

Or just drop in for a cup of tea and a chat 
on the first Saturday of every month. 

Saturday 4th October 

 Running from 

10am – 1pm. 
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The Production Team 

Maskers are very grateful to: 

Graham Buchanan for his support with props                                                                                 
RAODS for the loan of the rocking chair and tankards 

There will be one interval of 20 minutes 
Win a bottle of Prosecco—tickets available from the bar! 
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This production is dedicated  

to the memory of  

    Gill Buchanan  

1941-2025 

  

Gill was a founder member of Maskers, along with her 
husband Graham, back in 1968. She  

continued to be active in the company, with props,  
costumes and set dressing being her specialities.  

Indeed she was due to be part of the props team for 
this production when she fell ill and quickly succumbed 

to a particularly aggressive cancer.               
A dedicated primary school teacher, Gill excelled at 

crafts and had a meticulous eye for colour. She       
particularly enjoyed dressing the Studio for Christmas. 

Gill had a sharp wit and a lively sense of humour. She will be remembered for her 
kindness, her sense of fun, her craft skills — particularly calligraphy, her cooking, her 

organisational skills, being a wonderful wife, mother and grandmother and for      
generally being a lovely, warm human being. She will be greatly missed. 



Ephraim Cabot played by Duncan Randall — Duncan is involved in 
various community theatre groups in Southampton. Duncan joined the 
Maskers in 2022, playing Athos in The Three Musketeers. Since then, 
he has appeared in The Picture of Dorian Gray, Gormenghast, Time 
and Tide, Blithe Spirit, Murder in the Studio, Romeo and Juliet, 
Blue Remembered Hills and, most recently, Absurd Person 
Singular. It has been a challenge to play Ephraim for, although Duncan 
is also old and grumpy, that is where the similarities end. As Duncan 
says, “When you are playing a nasty piece of work like Ephraim you 
have to find some redeeming aspect, even if it is buried somewhere, 
out in the fields, with all those stones”. 

Abbie Cabot played by Emma Kirkpatrick — Emma has had a keen 
interest in performing since she was very young. She was part of an 
amateur dramatic theatre group when she lived in Devon during her 
teenage years and then went on to gain a degree in Drama and 
Theatre Studies at Aberystwyth University. After Emma moved to 
Southampton, she joined Maskers in 2021 and made her debut 
performance in Out of Focus. Since then, she has appeared in The 
Three Musketeers, Blue Remembered Hills and Cash on Delivery.  

Eben Cabot played by Neil Forster — Neil joined Maskers in 2021 
and has since made appearances in Romeo & Juliet, The Picture of 
Dorian Gray, Almost, Maine, and Four Weddings and an Elvis. 
Most recently he could be seen as a collection of quirky characters in 
this year's production of Notes from a Small Island. A native Geordie 
(ish), Neil grew up in South Shields and has been moving further and 
further south since he left school. Next stop: Isle of Wight! 

The Cast  

Simeon Cabot played by Iain Shaw — This play marks Iain’s 
2nd performance for Maskers, having made his debut in last year’s, 
Blue Remembered Hills. Prior to his work with Maskers, Iain was 
part of the Blag It theatre Company and starred in an internet audio 
sitcom and a series of audio plays he produced for charity. When Iain 
isn’t treading the boards, he can be found hosting stage events and 
interviews, walking his dog, Willow, and hosting podcasts. Iain is also 
a carer for his mother in his hometown of Romsey. 

Peter Cabot played by Jez Minns — Jez has appeared in many 
Maskers’ shows over the years. He was last seen in Blue 
Remembered Hills, when he played the tragic and ill-fated Donald and 
as the irascible Lord Capulet in Romeo and Juliet. Other recent 
performances include Mr Jenkins, the fuddy duddy benefits inspector in 
Cash on Delivery, the corrupt Lord Henry Wotton in The Picture of 
Dorian Gray and the drunkard Borachio in Much Ado About Nothing. 
When he isn’t doing theatre, Jez enjoys painting and sketching and 
writing poetry. 

Musician played by Alan Fitch — Alan learned the violin at school 
but then stopped playing for 25 years until taking it up again by joining 
the Northwood String Orchestra in Southampton in 2007. Alan is now 
the Chair of the Northwood String Orchestra and plays in the first 
violins. Alan also plays folk music (on both violin and hammered 
dulcimer) with the Southampton Folk Orchestra. Alan is a volunteer at 
Southampton Hospital Radio, and it is via a friend there that he was 
asked to play the fiddle (a.k.a. violin!) for Desire Under the Elms. 


